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COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING COMMITTEE (CPC) 
Fiscal Year 2004 

 
Major Accomplishments:  
 
The project with UMass Assistant Professor of Landscape Architecture and Regional 
Planning Robert L Ryan, “Amherst Comprehensive Planning Study: Defining Village 
Boundaries and Open Space Preservation Strategies,” as described in the FY 03 report, 
was completed. Throughout the past 30 years of Amherst planning, a recurring theme has 
been the idea of avoiding sprawl and improving livability by increasing the density of 
both housing and business in the Village Centers of our town.  Three public forums were 
held (October 22, 2003; December 10, 2003; and May 1, 2004) during the project. Some 
CPC members worked closely with the graduate students to clarify and correct aspects of 
the draft report prior to publication in May 2004. The CPC had their final meeting with 
Dr. Ryan May 11, 2004. 
 
During this project, additional discussions took place around the continuing purpose of 
this Committee and guiding principles for our work.  A day-long retreat was hosted by 
Hampshire College and facilitated by Alisa Brewer on April 3, 2004.  After the retreat 
some members did additional research on the various existing Amherst plans and reports 
that might be part of the framework of a Comprehensive Plan according to Massachusetts 
General Laws Chapter 41 Section 81D; others looked into the idea of an environmental 
scan and a scientific, legally defensible survey.  The Committee invited social 
psychologist David Loomis to present information about the appropriate use of a survey 
in comprehensive planning and why a scientific and legally defensible survey is so 
important to get a more representative picture of how the public feels about various 
planning issues. Process details were discussed and it was estimated that a survey would 
take about three months from start to finish, depending on how long we worked on the 
questions ahead of time, and would cost roughly $10,000-$12,000. 
 
James Wald presented a report on the draft of the Historical Commission’s Amherst 
Preservation Plan of June 4, 2004 at the June 22 meeting of CPC.  
 
Future Plans: 
 
The Affordable Housing Plan 2003 update will be presented to the CPC soon.  Upcoming 
decisions include planning for a survey and/or an environmental scan, determining how 
best to bring Town Meeting up to date about the purpose of a Comprehensive Plan and 
CPC progress, and possibly considering how to approach Town Meeting for additional 
funding. 
 
Membership Changes FY 04: 
 
Term on “home” committee expired: 
Arthur Swift, Finance Committee 
Karen Jones, Public Transportation 
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New members added: 
James Wald, Historical Commission 
Stan Ziomek, LSSE Commission 
Aaron Hayden, Planning Board 
Mary Scipioni, at-large 
 
We were unable to fill slots for one member each from the Conservation Commission and 
the Chamber of Commerce in FY 04. 
 
The Comprehensive Planning Committee deeply appreciates the ongoing support 
provided by Niels la Cour, Planning Department.  Niels has been with the 
Comprehensive Planning Committee since the beginning, and in addition to his usual 
work, wrote meeting agendas and took minutes for six months after the resignation of 
Chair and long-time at-large member, John Kuhn. We also want to express our 
appreciation for the years of support from Planning Director Bob Mitchell, who helped 
get the CPC started and who left Amherst at the end of the fiscal year. 
 
Officers elected January 27, 2004 were Alisa Brewer, Chair; Bob Grose, Vice-Chair; 
Aaron Hayden, Secretary. 
 
Current membership (name, affiliation, original appointment date): 
Alisa Brewer, School Committee, 2000 
Arnold Friedmann, at-large, 2003 
Robert Grose, at-large, 1997 
Aaron Hayden, Planning Board, 2004  
Doug Kohl, at-large, 2002 
Joanne Levenson, Housing Partnership/Fair Housing Committee, 2001 
Alan Root, At-Large, 2002 
Mary Scipioni, at-large, 2004 
Merrylees (Molly) Turner, Library Trustee, 2002 
James Wald, Historical Commission, 04 
Stan Ziomek, LSSE Commission, 04 
Larry Archey, non-voting liaison, Hampshire College 
Peter Shea, non-voting liaison, Amherst College 
Judith Steinkamp, non-voting liaison, UMass 
Eva Schiffer, Select Board liaison 


